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NEWS 
Professional legal information, services, and education 

In early 2017, the young pro-
fessionals committee of the 
Ohio Innocence Project (OIP) 
agreed to host a happy hour 
with the Young Professionals 
Choral Collective (YPCC). The 
idea was for the two groups to 
have a fun night of network-
ing, social justice, and song 
over a few beers. 

KellyAnn Nelson, the founding 
director of YPCC, was in-
trigued by OIPôs work in free-
ing the innocent. She thought 
the two groups could collabo-
rate on something bigger than 
a happy hourð much bigger. 
She reached out to her con-
tacts at Cincinnati Opera to 
see if the Opera wanted to 
work with YPCC to somehow 
share OIPôs message through 
music. 

Following discussions about 
which of the 28 OIP cases of 
innocents freed would make 
the best material for storytell-
ing through song, the Opera 
sent a written proposal outlin-
ing the basic concept for a full
-blown original opera called 
Blind Injustice, to make its 
world premiere in July 2019 in 
Music Hall. From that point 
forward, the project moved 
forward in harmonious allegro. 

The Operaôs creative team, 
including librettist David Cote 
and stage director Robin Gua-

rino, interviewed the six ex-
onerees whose stories would 
be told in the opera. Iôll never 
forget how moved the crea-
tive team was when they ýrst 
sat down with the exonerees 
and started hearing their sto-
ries face to face. I already 
knew that these six exonerees 
were living embodiments of 
the heroic protagonists that 
writers strive to create in 
works of operatic ýction. You 
rarely hear stories of the trag-
edy and triumph, and perse-
verance and grace, that come 
from the real people among 
us, rather than from the imag-
inations of Hollywood ýction. I 
witnessed the artistic teamôs 
gradual realization that they 
were working with some pret-
ty special non-ýction, þesh-
and-blood characters who 
were perfect for the opera 
stage. 

In early 2018, I got the ýrst 
draft of the libretto from Cote. 
Then, songs from composer 
Scott Davenport Richards 
started trickling in. I am 
amazed at the talent of Cote 
and Richards and am im-
pressed with how the creative 
team took these complicated 

storiesΣ pared them down to 
their essentials, and trans-
formed them into words and 
music that makes them soar 
to a place greater than the 
Cont. on p. 4 
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Fastcase Cloud Linking is a free tool that finds citations to cases in your Word document 

and creates public hyperlinks to them.  It gives you the ability to create hyperlinks in briefs, 

client correspondence or other legal documents.  Follow these steps to get started. 

Tech Tip: Cloud linking on Fastcase 7 
Julie Koehne, Systems Librarian 

STEP 1:  Log in to our  website to  gain access to Fastcase.  

STEP 2:  Click on ñGo to Databaseò in the Fastcase box of the Remote  

Access page.  If Fastcase 7 does not display at first then slide the toggle 

switch to the right to start using Fastcase 7. 

STEP 3:  Navigate to Cloud Linking within the ñApps and Toolsò 

menu.  It may not be visible to when you start.  To view the menu options 

click on the icon with 3 horizontal lines. 
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STEP 4:  Drag and drop your document on to the box provided or 

click the ñChoose fileò button. 

STEP 5:  Wait while the application modifies your document to in-

clude the hyperlinks, then download your file and view. 

STEP 6:  Open your document and verify the application found the  

correct case for each citation. 

For more information and help regarding this feature see the tutorial Fastcase provides at 

https://youtu.be/UNBngJSNCaA 

https://youtu.be/UNBngJSNCaA
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sum of their parts. 

Having an opera created about OIPôs work 
is very important and meaningful to our or-
ganization. Art and music, along with ýlm 
and television, are catalysts for widespread 
social and cultural transformations. These 
media open hearts and minds and lead to 
reform in a way that the best legal briefs 
and courtroom arguments cannot. 

I am grateful for this opportunity to spread 
the word about the societal problem of 
wrongful convictions. But the most remark-
able thing about this opera is that it tells 
the stories of six incredible people in their 
own words. Their voices were silenced for 
more than 120 years of imprisonment com-
bined. The opera Blind Injustice has not on-
ly given them back their voices, but it has 
done so in a way that will be heard through 
the rafters of Music Hall and beyond. 
 
 
 
 
Mark Godsey is the cofounder and director 
of the Ohio Innocence Project, author of 
the book Blind Injustice, and a professor of 
criminal law at the University of Cincinnati.  
 
Article reprinted with Permission from Cin-
cinnati Opera.   
 
https://www.cincinnatiopera.org/blog-
database/blind-injustice  
 
 

   
 
 

Exciting things to come! 
August is a time of transition. Kids return to 
school, law graduates begin their post-bar 
exam working lives and attorneys named A-
L (this year) work to complete all of their 
CLE requirements before the end of the 
year. Here at the Law Library, weôre excited 
about all of the events to come as we tran-
sition into the fall and beyond. See below 
for more information about the exciting 
things we have in store for you. 
 
CLE: Amy Kurlansky, our reference 
librarian, is working on an exciting 
roster of CLE content for the remain-
der of the year. With offerings in 
many practice areas, provided by en-
gaging speakers, we hope to help 
you meet your requirements and gain 
new insights. Take a look at page 5 
for details of whatôs currently sched-
uled, and stay tuned for more infor-
mation about other programming 
that is in the works. 

 
Renovations: The renovations of 
our State of Ohio Room will be com-
ing together, providing a fantastic 
new workspace for our subscribers. 
The completed project will feature a 
kitchenette with coffee and refrigera-
tor, an updated lounge with shelving 
for our Court Indexes, and three 
new, quiet conference rooms, which 
our subscribers will be able to re-
serve. Weôre working hard to make 
this space a welcoming and desirable 
workspace for you to meet with cli-
ents, take a phone call or conduct 
your research. Weôre planning a reo-
pening event in conjunction with the 
Cincinnati Law Library Association on 
October 4 at 12pm and hope that 
you will come and celebrate with us! 
More details about this will follow 
soon. 

 
Centennial: The Courthouse Centen-
nial is October 18, and weôre working 
in close contact with Judge Melba 
Marsh and the planning committee to 
ensure that the event is memorable, 
fun and engaging. Take a look at 
Judge Marshôs feature in the most 
recent CBA Report, stay tuned for 
more details, and follow our social 
media accounts for a courthouse fact 

https://www.cincinnatiopera.org/blog-database/blind-injustice
https://www.cincinnatiopera.org/blog-database/blind-injustice
https://www.cincybar.org/portals/43/cba_report/2019/July-August/14/index.html


 
Hamilton County Law Library News  

Page  5          Hamilton County Law Library Newsletter 

Upcoming CLEs 

Free to subscribers; $50 for non-subscribers 
Registration is required.   
 

To register, call 513.946.5300, email 
reference@cms.hamilton-co.org, or  
register via the website  
http://lawlibrary.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/
classes/calendar/ 
 
 
September 9, 2019, noon-1 pm 
The Law of Professional Boxing 
By Attorney Carl Lewis 
1 hour general credit in OH & KY 
 
September 26, 2019, noon-1 pm  
Poetry for Lawyers 
By Joseph Tomain, Dean Emeritus, UC Col-
lege of law 
1 hour credit pending in OH & KY 
 
October 3, 2019, noon-1 pm 
CHANGE Court 
By Hon. Heather Russell 
1 credit pending in OH & KY  
 

 

each day leading up to the big event! 
Like us on Facebook and follow us on 
Twitter (@HCLawLib) for updates. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topical Updates  

If you have not signed up before and would 
like to start receiving substantive bi-weekly 
updates in one or more practice areas, 
please visit the topical updates page on our 
website to sign up. You can select from the 
following areas of law:  

Criminal 

Employment 

Estates and Trusts 

Family Law 

Intellectual Property 

Pension Benefits 

Real Estate 

Tax 

Torts 

If you have any questions about this please 
feel free to contact our Reference Librarian, 
Amy Kurlansky.  

mailto:reference@cms.hamilton-co.org
https://lawlibrary.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/classes/calendar/
https://lawlibrary.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/classes/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/Hamilton-County-Law-Library-Ohio-137363106295936/
https://twitter.com/hclawlib?lang=en
mailto:akurlansky@cms.hamilton-co.org
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Subscriber Benefits 

All subscribers have access to the following 
valuable resources and services:  

Circulation privileges to borrow from over 
40,000 print volumes for up to six weeks at 
a time  

Access to extensive legal information data-
bases from the Law Library, including 
Westlaw, IntelliConnect, Bloomberg LawÈ, 
Overdrive e-books, HeinOnline, and Loislaw 
treatises  

Wireless network throughout the Law  

Library  

Polycom videoconferencing  

Five meeting rooms with speaker phones  

Professional reference service by our law 
librarians, available via e-mail, telephone, 
and in person  

Free document delivery by fax or e-mail of 
print and electronic materials  

CLE seminars throughout the year, on legal 
research and substantive topics 

Subscribersô lounge, magazines, daily news-
papers, and coffee  

Bi-weekly news alerts by practice area  

Discounted rates for photocopying  

In addition, solos and attorneys whose firm 
has a subscription have 24 hour remote ac-
cess to Fastcase.com case law, Aspen/ 
LOISLaw treatises, HeinOnline (for under 50 
attorney firms), EBSCOhost, and Intelli-
Connect Law, Business, Tax, and Accounting 

 

Resource Highlight: Fastcase 
Fastcase is one of our most robust resources 
here at the Law Library. We offer access to 
this database both on and off site for our 
subscribers, allowing you to conduct your 
research 24/7 from your home or office. 
Fastcase is an online database that provides 
access to statutes and case law from all 50 
states and federal. The database provides 
annotated statutes, cite-checking, and a 
graphical interactive timeline in their Authori-
ty Check reports. The Law Libraryôs subscrip-
tion to Fastcase includes a special add-on 
collection of full-text treatises highlighting 
various substantive and procedural topics. 
Areas include, business, estate planning, em-
ployment law, real estate, evidence and 
much more. To access it, navigate to ñSearch 
Loislaw Librariesò when logged in to Fast-
case. For questions and navigation tips, 
please feel free to contact our reference staff 
at reference@cms.hamilton-co.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ohio Legal Help 
The Hamilton County Law Library is excited 
to highlight a new resource which will sig-
nificantly enhance access to justice for Ohi-
oans. Ohio Legal Help is a new, online and 
mobile-friendly tool available to provide le-
gal information and access to resources to 
those who need them. The site is managed 
by a nonprofit of the same name, and sup-
ported by the Ohio Supreme Court, the 
Ohio State Bar Association and the Ohio Le-
gal Assistance Foundation. Please check 
back in next monthôs newsletter for more 
information about this resource and how to 
utilize it as the organization begins its for-
mal roll-out of the site this month. In the 
meantime, please feel free to check out the 
streamlined and user-friendly site at this 
address - https://www.ohiolegalhelp.org/. 

mailto:reference@cms.hamilton-co.org
https://www.ohiolegalhelp.org/about-ohio-legal-help
https://www.ohiolegalhelp.org/
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Art Law Resources  
 
Law Library subscribers have access to a va-
riety of resources on Art Law Resources, in-
cluding those listed below. If you have ques-
tions about these resources, contact the ref-
erence staff at reference@cms.hamilton-
co.org or 513.946.5300  
 
Art Law: the guide for collectors, investors, 
dealers, and artists 
KF4288.Z9 L47 1998 
 
Cardozo arts & entertainment law journal 
K3 .A687 
 
The Entertainment and sports lawyer: publi-
cation of the Forum Committee on the Enter-
tainment and Sports Industries 
K5 .N80 
 
Entertainment industry contracts: negotiating 
and drafting guide 
KF2992 .E57 
 
Entertainment, publishing, and the arts: 
agreements and the law (Lindey) 
KF2991.5 .L55 
 
The journal of arts management, law, and 
society 
KF10 .A7 
 
The law of public entertainments: theaters, 
music, and dancing, stage plays, cinemato-
graphs, copyright, Sunday performances, 
children, theatrical cases, and specimen con-
tracts 
KD3720 .S47 2003 
 
Lindey on entertainment, publishing and the 
arts: agreements and the law 
KF2992 .L5  
 
The public domain: find and use free content 
for your website, book, app, music, video, 
art, and more 
KF3022 .F575 2017  
 

Online Resources 
 
HeinOnline 
 

Art & the Law 
Art Antiquity & Law 
Cardozo arts & entertainment law journal 
Columbia Journal of Law & The Arts 
DePaul Journal Art, Technology and Intel-
lectual Property Law 
Detroit College of Law, Entertainment & 
Sports Law Forum 
Detroit College of Law at Michigan State 
University Entertainment Law Journal 
Entertainment & Sports Law Journal 
Entertainment & Sports Lawyer 
Florida Entertainment, Arts & Sport Law 
Journal  
Journal of Art Crime 
Journal of Arts Management & Law  
Law & Literature 
Media Law and Policy 
Performing Arts Review 
SCRIPTed: A Journal of Law, Technology 
and Society 
Vanderbilt Journal of Entertainment and 
Technology Law 
Yale Journal of Law & the Humanities 
 
EBSCO 
Music law: how to run your bandôs business 
The public domain: how to find & use copy-
right-free writings, music, art & more 
 
Overdrive 
Entertainment industry contracts: negotiat-
ing and drafting guide 
 
BloombergÈ Law  (available onsite) 
Southern California Interdisciplinary Law 
Journal 
Washington Journal of Law, Technology & 
Arts 
 
Westlaw (available onsite) 
Columbia Journal of Law & the Arts 
DePaul Journal of Art, Technology & Intel-
lectual Property 
 

mailto:reference@cms.hamilton-co.org
mailto:reference@cms.hamilton-co.org


Hamilton County Law Library Newsletter                                                 Page  8 

Hamilton County Law Library News 

 Upcoming CLEs 
 

Hamilton County Law Library  

Hamilton County Courthouse  

1000 Main Street, Room 601  

Cincinnati, OH  45202  

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  
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Upcoming Events:  
 
September 2, 2019, Law Library will be closed in celebration of Labor Day 
September 9, 2019, CLE:  The Law of Professional Boxing 
September 26, 2019, CLE:  Poetry for Lawyers 
 
October 3, 2019, CLE : Hamilton County CHANGE Court 
October 4, 2019, Law Library Grand Re-Opening 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  


